mt. Pemberton, at the | 
Ste. Dunfen ’s-Church in Lyeetfirest, M pec EXIT 


Barnard, Mayor. 


Tuefday, the 1124 Day of April, 1738, © 
and in the Eleventh Year of ie 
Reign of King George the Second, 
of Great-Britain, &c. r 


T is Ordered, That the Thanks of this 

Court be given to the Right Reverend . 
Father in God, the Lord Bifhop of Oxford, 
for his Sermon preached before this Court, 
and the Governors of the feveral Hofpitals 
of this City, at the Parifh-Church of St. 
. Bridget, on Monday in Eafter-W eek laft, - 
and that he be defired to print the fame. 
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Ads every Man hath received the Gift, event 
Jo minifter the fame one to another, as 
good Stewards of the manifold Grace of 
God. 


Good of our Fellow-Creatures, are, 
God be thanked, both many in 
Number, and of various Kinds. .Our 
Hearts naturally incline us to it: Our Reafon ap- 
proves of it as right. ‘The more benevolent Difpo- 
fition we are of, the truer Peace we have within ; 
and the greater Capacity of focial Happinefs, the 
fweeteft Part of the Enjoyment of Life. Wil- 
lingnefs to do good, is always rewarded with the 
Efteem of Mankind; and Selfifhnefs of ‘Temper, 


the conftant Objet of every one’s Averfion, We 
A2 have 
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have frequent Experience in ourfelves, what Sue 
fering 1s: And are therefore inexcufable, if we 
overlook it in others. We live in.a World, where, 
were it not for the Exercife of Mercy and Pity, 
the Face of Things would look dreadful with mi- 
ferable Objects ; and the Multttudes of Perfons dri- 
ven to Defpair, make Society unfafe. -Befides, we 
know the Viciffitudes of human Affairs: And are 
nearly concerned, to encourage by our Example 
thatSpirit of Goodnefs. and Compaffion ; which We 
or Ours may, on one Occafion or other, eafily come 
to have great need of. 

Thefe are powerful Motives to Beneficence: And 
yet the Influence of them is too-commonly exceed- 
ing fmall. ‘The Hearts of fome Perfons have ‘but 
little Senfibility : and thofe of others, a very -con- 
fined and partial one. Some content themfelves 
with talking of Benevolence, “inftead of cultivating 
it; or with the inward feeling of good AffeCtions, 
inftead of exerting them: And others give Scope 
to their wrong Inclinations, and their right ones, 
promifcuoufly ; and -fo eafily do more Harm in the 
World, than Good. Speculative Reafonings but 
few ‘Perfons attend to: and.fewer ftill are governed. 
by:them in Practice. Their Liablenefs to the com- 
mon Accidents of Life, Men either forget amidft 
the Pleafures of it; or turn.into an Argument, for 
attending the more clofely to their own Interefts. 
As for Reputation; afew Acts of ‘Goodnefs, well 
aa i will obtain as much of it as-they are 

3 con- 
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concerned about. Or, if they cannot be efteemed.; 
they may hope at leaft to be courted. And-even 
if they ‘fail of this; they can affect to defpife it, 
and appear, notwithftanding, happy: Some in 
their Wealth, fome in their Voluptuoufneds. 

Our wife and good Maker hath ‘therefore not 
left us tothe Influence of thefe Motives only: But, 
as he faw it neceflary, that in all our Ways we 
fhould be directed by Regard to Him; {fo he hath 
added infinite Force to the abovementioned Confi- 
derations, ‘by giving us the Knowledge of Himéelf, 
and teaching us to look on them as Evidences of 
his ‘Will. He undoubtedly defigned the good 
Things-of this World, not for theGratification of 
a few of his Creatures; but for the Benefit of all. 
And he hath divided them unequally amongft us; 
not that one part of the human Race fhould fink 
under Mifery and ‘Want, and the-other look down 
with Contempt upon them: But that Pity and 
Gratitude -fhould be mutually exercHed, and the 
Pleafure of doing-and receiving good, felt among 
Men: That the Poor fhould be -ferviceable to the 
Rich; they, m return, kind to the Poor; and 
Both united ‘in the Bonds of mutual Good-will, 
from a'Senfe of ‘their mutual ‘Dependency. ‘Thefe, 
it appears ‘from the Knowledge we have of ‘his 
Nature, muit have been ‘his Intentions. The fame 
Thing appears farther from the Nature ‘he hath 
given Us, andthe Circumftances he ‘hath placed us 
in, And-that noSort of ‘Evidence of ‘it might -be 

: wanting 
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wanting, he hath made known to the World his 
Pleafure by exprefs Revelation alfo: Requiring of 
us all to do good, and to communicate, both as we 
are Servants, bound in every Thing to obey him, 
and as we are Stewards, appointed and intrufted by 
him for this very Purpofe. 

Let us therefore confider, with the Serioufnefs 
we ought, | 


I. What general Influence it fhould have upon 
us, that we are Stewards of the manifold Grace of 
God. : 

II. What Influence in particular with refpeét to 
thofe Methods of Charity, which are the Occafion 
of our prefent Meeting. 


I. Let us confider the general Influence. Eve- 
ry Thing God hath done for the Good of 
his Creatures, is Grace or Favour to them: And 
every Thing he has placed in our Hands for 
their Good, is Grace of which we are Stew- 
ards, All the Means and Opportunities we have, 
of making the World, or any Part of it, bet- 
ter or happier; by our Knowledge or Wealth, 
by our Power or Intereft, our Care or Pains, our 
friendly Behaviour or good Example; are given 
us in Truft, to be fo exereifed. How manifold 
thefe are, upon the Whole, is not perhaps eafy for 
us, to be fully fenfible: But we fhould each of us 
think very carefully, what his own Share of them 

is, 
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is, and wherein it confifts. For no one is without 

his Talent, though fome have more committed to 

them than others: and they who have leaft, will 

be expected to improve what they have; as ourMatth. xxv. 
Saviour’s Parable very awfully thews. The pooreft.**°~3” 
Perfon in the World, is capable of being ufeful, 

fome Way or other, to his Fellow-Creatures: And 

the greateft can never be above the Obligation, of 
imitating, to their Power, the Beneficence of their 
Creator. They who are engaged in Bufinefs, far 

from having their Attention confined to themfelves, 

have ufually, by that very Means, peculiar Ad- 
vantages both for knowing and fupplying the 
Wants of others. And fuch as have no particular 
Employment, have only the Privilege of a freer 
Choice, what Part they will take in that general 

one affigned to us all, of doing good. 

Since then we are appointed, each in his proper 
Station, Difpenfers and Stewards of the manifold 
Grace of God; it concerns us to behave as faithful 
ones: Not to intercept the Streams of the Divine 
Bounty; nor confine to our own Gratification, 
what our Maker hath defigned for the common 
- Benefit of all around us. He hath not indeed 
fixed the Proportions of any Kind of Charity : For 
Circumftances vary fo infinitely, that general Rules 
concerning fuch Matters are impoffible. And this 
Latitude fhould not give Anxiety to any good Mind: 
for we ferve a moft equitable Mafter. But neither 
fhould it give Encouragement to bad Minds; and 
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26, 


make them imagine, that where nothing is af 


certained, they may do juft as little as they pleafe. 
For God will expect from every one, what may 
be reafonably expected. from them: and: hath left 
this Matter at large, not that we may fhew our 
Backwardnefs to ferve him, but our Zeal. _Impru- 
dent Zeal he never approves: But Goodnef, con- 
fined within the Bounds of Difcretion, is always 
more acceptable to him, x Proportion, as it is 
moré abundant. And, though not every Failure 
in Degree fhall expofe us to Punifhment; yet he 
which feweth fparingly, foall reap alfa fparingly : 
and he which foweth bounty ifiull , fhall reap alfo 
bountifully. 

However unactive therefore we may naturally 


be; yet, as Perfons intrufted by the Lord of all, it 


imports us greatly to be diligent. For Induftry isa 
valuable Part of Faithfulnefs: and fothful Servants 
will be confidered in the Day of Judgment as 
wicked ones. Some Ways of doing good may pof- 
fibly be, lefs pleafing to us: Some. Perfons our Pre- 
judices; our Paffions or Interefts, would tempt us 
to. overlook, rather than ferve: And fome Things, 
that are only feeming Inftances. of Benevolence, we 
fhould be willing to miftake for real ones ;. and in- 
dulge a falfe good Nature, without Regard to Con- 
fequences, however bad. But when we confider, 
that in all thefe Cafes we are to act for God; this 


makes a,very great Change in the View of Thins | 


And rat both oblige us. at fins Times to do with 
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our Might, what perhaps we could leaft have 
wifhed ; and reftrain us, at others, from doing at 
all, what injudicioufly we fhould have been the 
fondeft of. Another important Ufe of looking , 
upon ourfelves in this Light, is, that how great 
foever our Talents may be, and how rizht foever 
the Ufe we make of them; it muft ftill be the 
ftrongeft Reafon poffible for Humility, one of the 
moft excellent of Virtues, to think, that all we 
have is given us, and all we do is but mini/tring. 
Then, at the fame Time that our being intrufted 
will teach us thefe Things, our being jointly in- 
trufted will teach us another : Never to invade each 
other’s Province, nor firetch ourfelves. beyond our 2 Cor. x. 14. 
Meafure; but as God hath diftributed to every Man, 1Cor.vii. 17. 
fe towalk: For he ws not the Author of Confufion, 
but of Peace. God is the Judge, and a much better 
furely than we, what Employment is fitteft for each 
of his Servants: And how enterprizing foever any 
of us may be now, or how difcontented f{oever 
with the Narrownefs of our own Sphere of Aion ; 
we may have Caufe enough to be glad at laft, that 
no more was committed to our Care. Yet thefe 
Reflexions muft not be carried to fuch a Length, 
as to let the Bufinefs of our common Mafter fuffer, 
under Pretence of its belonging, not to us, but 
our Fellow-Servant ; when there is no Impropriety, 
but only fomewhat more Labour or Expence, in 
‘ftepping a little out of our Way, to prevent the ill 
Confequences of another’s Negle@. It mutt be 
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owned a difficult Matter, not to miftake in thefe 
Cafes on one Side or other: But involuntary Mi- 
ftakes will never be imputed tous. It muft be 
owned a very ferious Thing, to be Stewards of 
God: But it is a very noble one, to be employed 
under our heavenly Father in the Work he delights 
in moft; and for the Happinefs of our Brethren, 
perhaps to all Eternity. If indeed we are found 
Matth. xxv. inftead of this, either hiding the Talents committed 
ae evi, 7, tO US OF waiting our Mafter’s Goods, or mifufing 
Matth, xxiv, thofe to whom we ought to have miniftred; then 
49. miferable will our Condition be, when God {hall 
Luke xvi, 2. fay to us, Give an Account of thy Stewardfbip, 
for thou mayeft be no longer Steward. But on the 
other hand our Comfort is, that a fincere Endea- 
vour to difcharge our Office as we ought, whatever 
our Difficulties, or whatever our Imperfections be, 
Matth. xxv. fhall intitle us to the Sentence, Well done good and 
73: faithful Servant, enter thou into the Foy of thy 
; Lord. 
With the Impreffion therefore of thefe Refle- 
xions upon our Minds, let us now proceed to in- 
ire 
IL. What Influence the Thought, that we are 
Stewards of the manifold Grace of God, fhould have 
upon us, with refpect to thofe particular Methods 
of doing good, which are the Occafion of our pre- 
fent meeting, é. 
Now thefe are of three Sorts, which indeed 
comprehend almoft the whole of publick Charity : 
| | Places 
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Places of Maintenance and Inftruction for Chil- 
dren; Hofpitals for the Sick; and Houfes of 
Correction and Work for the diffolute and idle. 
~ Relieving poor Parents from the Burden of a 
Family they are not able to fupport, muft needs 
be a moft welcome Charity to Them; and is evi- 
dently a very ufeful one to the Publick: for it 
tends to the future Increafe of the Community, as 
well as to make the prefent Members of it happy. 
And teaching poor Children Religion and Virtue, 
one fhould think were plainly a beneficial Thing 
too. For let it prove ineffectual as often as it 
will; they muft be a little more likely to abfain 
from what is wrong, for being taught what is 
right. Some Principles, fome Notions of Life and 
Behaviour, they will learn : Which then would you 
have them learn, good or bad? They may indeed 
poffibly learn bad Things mixed with good, under 
the Notion of Religion. But confidering the Purity 
Religion is profefled in amongft us, there cannot 
well be much of this Kind; and there needs not be 
any Thing. Some Perfons, however, appear to 
have great Fears of Superftition: and no Fears of 
any Thing elfe. But do they really find in fact, 
that this is the reigning and dangerous Error of 
the prefent Age? Is it with Superftition, that your 
Servants, and your Children as they grow up, and 
the Generality of the People, are infected? or is 
it not with Profligatenefs: Such open and avowed 
Contempt of the Laws of God and Man, of all 
B2 Sobriety 
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Sobriety and Order, as this Nation hath never 


known before, and cannot long fubfift under the 


Increafe of ? But if you-are in Earneft afraid of 
Superftition ; be afraid where you have Caufe of 
Fear. There is a real, and a dreadful Superftition 
gaining Ground, that of the Church of Rome. 
And the more ignorant Men are of all Religion, 
and the more prejudiced againft their own Form 
and their own Teachers of Religion; the more 
eafily they are won over into that moft corrupt and 
formidable Communion. And think, I intreat 
you, What would our Condition be; fhould 
ever the main Part of this Nation become, one 
half Papifts, and the other Profligates! For as to 
the Scheme, of Virtue without Religion : even if 
it could be put in Practice, yet there is a God, and 


he ought to be feared; and there is a Support in 
Piety, which Mankind ought not to be deprived 
‘of. But whoever knows any Thing of the World, 
‘muft fee, that fuch a Scheme can never be put in 
‘Practice: that human Nature hath daily need, 


both to be reftrained from Evil and excited to 


‘Good, in Cafes where none but religious Motives 


‘can do either effetually. And as thefe have been 
conftantly found neceflary, in all Ages and Coun- 


tries whatever: fo they are certainly of the moft 


indifpenfable Neceflity, where Incentives to Vice 
‘are in the greateft abundance, and Liberty is the 
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the LORD-MAYOR, Sc. 

But to return. Together with the general Rules 
of their Duty, thefe Children are taught fuch 
other Knowledge, as may qualify them for Em- 
ployments fitted to their Station: and then dif- 
pofed of to fuch Employments; with a farther 
Affifttance, where it is requifite, of fome little 
Matter to fet out with, towards gaining a Liveli- 
hood. And this alfo furely mutft be of publick 
Benefit. Were they indeed either taken or kept 
away from other Bufinefs, more ufeful, or in 
which Hands are more wanted; were they raifed, 
without vifible Merit, above their original Rank, 
into one of lefs Labour or more Knowledge, to 
the Prejudice of thofe who were by Birth their 
Superiors: Such Things would be juft Objections, 
though not to the Inftitution of thefe Schools, yet 
to the Management of them. But when only the 
Parents are kept from Diftrefs, and the Children 
from Idlenefs or wicked Courfes; when Care is 
taken, to chufe them from a Condition fuitable to 
what they are defigned for; and neither in their 
manner of living, nor their Inftruction, to ft them 
above that: Every one will allow, it would be ex- 
cellent private Charity to do this for a Child; and 
why not as good publick Charity, to do it for 
many Children; fince the greater the Number i iS, 
~ the lefs in Proportion the Expence? 

The fecond Method of doing good, before us at 
prefent, is that of Hofpitals for the Sick. And 
whatever Objections may be made againft other 
3 Bene- 
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Benefaétions to the Poor, there can be none againft 
re{toring Eafe and Health to them: againft giving 
them thofe Helps which their diftreffed Families 
cannot give; and enabling them to be ufeful 
again to themfelves, and to the Publick. Now 
Hofpitals are infinitely the beft Means to this necef- 
fary End. They are a fure Way of detecting Coun- 
terfeits: they preferve the Sick from unskilful 
Hands: they are fo many publick Schools, where 
the Knowledge of Medicine is taught, in the moft 
effectual manner, for the common Benefit of Man- 
kind. They relieve many fuch, as Parifhes may 
not think themfelves bound to relieve: and they 
do it, beyond Comparifon, in the fureft, the 
fpeedieft, and the cheapeft manner that can be. So 
that, were we to fuppofe even great Mifmanage- 
ments in Hofpitals; they would {till remain prefe- 
rable to all other Methods of providing for the 
Sick: and yet the Numbers and Characters of the 
Governors of all our prefent Hofpitals, fecure them, 
as far as may be, againft any Mifmanagement at 
all. Another Advantage is, that ever fo little given 
to this kind of Charity hath its proportionable good 
Effet: and the Difeafes and Accidents, which 
befal the lower Part of the World, are fo many 
and frequent, that ever fo much given, may eafily 
be employed. Then it well deferves to be confi- 
dered farther, that Sicknefs affords a favourable 
Opportunity for good Impreffions: and therefore 


moft important Service may be done to poor Crea- 
tures 


a 
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tures in thefe Places, by fhewing them from Ex- 
perience the bad Confequences of vicious Lives, 
and the good ones of Regularity; by giving them 
{trong Impreffions of the Excellency of Compaf- 
fion and Mercy, at the Time they are partaking of 
it; and awakening them toa Senfe of what their 
Condition requires of them, and their eternal Hap- 
pinefs depends upon. But the Benefit of Hofpi- 
tals hath been fo very well explained to the World 
of late,* and is fo generally acknowledged; that I 
need only add a Word concerning one Sort of 
them, That for the Difeafed in Mind. 

Thefe poor Creatures are made by their Diforders 
whilft it continues, intirely ufelefs to Society : and 
many of them, at the fame Time, exceeding mi- 
ferable in themfelves; by the frightful, or the 
gloomy Train of Ideas, that poffefles their Minds ; 
and the vehement Paffions, that fo frequently agi- 
tate them. Now when Perfons in low Circum- 


ftances fall into this unhappy State, as many of 


them do; their Friends are more incapable of 
taking Care of them, than in any other Cafe what- 
ever: and there is no Way of attempting their 
Cure, which can poffibly be attended with fuch 
Hope of Succefs, as placing them in Hofpitals ap- 
propriated to this Purpofe. And even when there 
appears no Profpect of a Cure at all, to provide 


* See Dr. Alured Clarke's Sermon, before the Governors of 
the County-Hofpital at Winchefter : and an Account of the Efta- 
blifhment of that Hofpital, publifhed laft Year, 

for 
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ia a Incurables is a moft ufeiul and excellent 


Ac& of Humanity: and the Beginnings lately 
made, of a Provifion of this Sort, well deferve En- 
couragement, and peculiarly want it. 

The only Kind of Charity, which remains to 
be {poke to now, is that of Houfes of Correction 
and Work for the Difiolute and Idle. ‘The Terror 
thefe Places ftrike, is one great Benefit: as it pre- 
vents at once, both Crimes and the Confequences 
of them. But where that proves ineffectual, the 
next Advantage of fuch Houfes is, that Offenders 
can be immediately fecured in them: removed out 
of the Way of endangering the Properties, the 
Lives, the Virtue of others; and made to feel, 
that their Attempts of gaining a Livelihood by 
eafier Methods than honeft People do, fhall only 
fubject them to harder Labour, and deferved Pu- 
nifhment. Many of them, we are affured, have 
been brought by thefe Means to a juft Senfe of 
their Intereft and their Duty. Very many more, 
we have fad Experience, much need to have this 
Kindnefs done them. And wecannot but know 
the Importance, both to them and to ourfelves, of 
checking the Growth of Wickednefs, before it is 
quite too late to think of attempting it. 

Thefe then being the Methods of Charity now 
before you; confider well what Obligations you 
are under, as Stewards of God for the Good of your 
Fellow-Creatures, to affift in directing and fup- 


porting them, 
Such, 
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Such, in the firft Place, as are qualified to go- 
vern and direét any of thefe Inftitutions, are bound 
in Confcience, not to let fo excellent Defigns re- 
ceive Prejudice, for want of a Succeffion of fit Per- 
fons to put them in Execution. For a little Time 
may well be fpared, both from Pleafure, and from 
Bufinefs of other Kinds ; to employ it in a manner, 
fo productive of Happinefs to the World, and to 
themfelves. And fuch as have actually taken this 
good Work upon them, muft ever remember, that 
they are now become Stewards of the Charity of 
Men, as well as the Bounty of God: and their 
Faithfulneis in the Difcharge of their Truft is en- 
gaged toboth. They, whofe conftant Attendance 
cannot be expected, fhould at leaft acquaint them- 
felves fo far with the Management of Things; as 
to know, and be able to aflure others, that it is, 
in the main at leaft, fuch as it ought: for in many 
Cafes, this alone may bea valuable Service. And 
all, who proféfs to enter farther into the Condué 
of Affairs, fhould ferioufly, and frequently, and 
impartially confider, what can be reformed in thefe 
Charities, and what can be improved. A med- 
dling Spirit, fond of difturbing Things that are 
well, either to no good Purpofe, or none that can 
be obtained, is indeed a very mifchievous one: but 
prudent, peaceable Endeavours, to make every 
Thing as perfect as it can be made, are of incredi- 
ble Ufe. The Work you are engaged in, is a very 
important one: and a {mall Defect of Attention, 

a a little 


17 


As A SeRMON preached before ve 


a "itil wrong Bias or miftaken Judemiens, may 
produce exceeding unhappy Effects : may diminifh 
confiderably the Benefit of thefe excellent Defigns, 
Rom.xiv.16, and make even your Good evil fpoken of. The Sup- 
port of voluntary Charities depends entirely on their 
Reputation: and therefore it concerns you ereatly, 
to avoid, not only every Thing blameable, but 
2 Cor.xi. 12, every Thing fuipicious; and to cut off Occafion 
from them which defire Occafion to find Fault, pro- 
aCor.viii.21. viding for honeft Things, not only in the Sight of the 
Lord, but in the Sight of all Men. But more efpe- 
cially give me Leave to recommend to you, that 
as you are intrufted for the Good of your Fellow- 
Creatures, you would have great Regard to their 
eternal Good: and that, as you are employed for 
the Service of God, you would exprefs your Con- 
cern for his Honour, by endeavouring confcien- 
tioufly, to imprint a Senfe of Religion ‘and Virtue 
upon all that come under your Care in thefe Places. 
It is the Want of Religion and Virtue, that occa- 
fions this dreadful Number of Diftrefles and Dit 
orders in the World: and fo long as the Cauie 
fubfifts, the Effect will follow. Let your Children 
therefore be carefully bred up to Piety, without 
Superftition or Uncharitablenefs ; to Loyalty, and 
Honefty; to Humility, and Induftry. Let your 
Sick ‘be inftruéted and admonifhed, fuitably to 
their Capacities, their prefent Condition, and paft 
Behaviour. And let the Correction of your Of 
fenders be made as medicinal as it can: and a cha- 
ritable 


the LORD-MAYOR, &c. 19 


ritable Care for reclaiming them, by proper Ex- 
pottulations, and friendly Advice, be joined with 
whatever Severity it is neceflary they fhould under- 
go. There are undoubtedly amongft them great 
Objects of Pity; Perfons far from deferving to be 
defpaired of: and furely thefe, as far as it is poffible, 
fhould’ have’ fome diftinguifhed Regard thewn 
them. But fo much Regard at leaft fhould be 
fhewn to them all, and to the Publick at the fame 
Time, if we have any Concern for its Welfare; 
as never to fuffer Places appointed for the Punifh- 
ment of Wickednefs, to become Schools for learn- 
ing it. 

And now, having taken upon me to fay chins 
much to you, it is but juftice I thould add, that 
Exhortations by no Means imply Diftruft. Having 
Confidence in thy Obedience, faith St. Paul to Phi- Philemv.ar 
lemon, I write unto thee, knowing, that thou wilt 
alfo do more than I fay. And never can there be 
better Ground for a Confidence. of this Kind, than 
at prefent: when thefe Charities are conducted by 
fo large a Number of good, and wife, and expe- 
rienced Men, under the Infpection of a Magiftracy 
fo worthy of Honour; and over which prefides a . 
Perfon, whofe uncommon Abilities we all fee ex- 
ercifed every Day, for the Promotion of Religion 
and Virtue, of the Peace and good Order, the Wel- 
fare and Happinefs of this great City, with the 
moft exemplary Difintereftednefs, and the trucit 

| Ca Prue .. 
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Prudence, the moft active Zeal, and the tendereft 


Humanity. 

I proceed therefore now, with great Sutiefa Soin 
from the Duty of managing thefe Charities wally 
to that of fupporting them. And one Way of fup- 
porting them is, by fpeaking of them with the 
Efteem they deferve. Thefe publick Inftitutions, 
and fome of them more efpecially, have had great 
Accufations brought againft them by many Per- 
fons. But ftay to enquire, and hear, before you 
condemn. You may poffibly judge wrong, con- 
cerning what ought to be done: and: you may very 
probably be mifinformed, concerning what is done, 
Things which have happened very feldom, if at. 
all, may be fpoke of to you as happening fre- 
quently. Miftakes corrected long ago, may be 
charged as continuing ftill. Inconveniences may 
be unjuitly heightened: Advantages unjuftly de- 
preciated. Should this be fo; and fhould the 
Things you are declaiming againft, be all the 
while excellently good ones: think only, what. 
Harm you are doing to Mankind. Perhaps indeed, 
nay certainly, they are not perfect. But are they 
not well? Or if not, cannot they be made fo? If 
they can, ufe your Endeavours that they may. 
Shew a good Meaning, and you will acquire an In- 
fluence. But even fhould you after all be unfuccefs- 
ful; ftill refle@t a fecond Time: Is it not more 
eligible, that thefe Inftitutions fhould continue as 
they are, than fall to ruine, For, fuppofing fome 

3 better 
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better Way might be contrived; is there any Cer- 
tainty, is there any Profpect, of this better Way 
being taken? And if not; never pull down, till 
you are likely to build again. 

But affording good Words alone to Charity, 
is very infufficient. As faithful Stewards of the 
Divine Bounty, you muft communicate of the 
Wealth alfo, which is placed in your Hands for 
that Purpofe; and minifter, as of the Ability which 
God giveth. The Importance of fupporting thefe 
Methods of doing Good, fo far as it appears from 
their general Nature, you have already heard. But 
when you are acquainted alfo with their large and 
increafing Extent, and their neceflary Dependance 
on new Benefactions every Year; thefe Things 


will be weighty additional Motives to your Li- 


berality: and I intreat your compaflionate Atten- 
tion to the following Report of them. 


Here the Report was read. 


O U have now heard the moft forcible Argu- 
ments you well can hear, for contributing 
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plentifully to the Charities before you. Eight hun-. 


dred Vagrants and diforderly Perfons, confined and 
employed, relieved and corrected, for their own 
Reformation, and your Security: Thirteen Hun- 
dred poor Children maintained, taught their Duty 


to God and Man, and qualified for Ufefulnefs to 
the Publick; Thirteen Thoufand fick Perfons,, 


taken: 
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taken Care of in their Sicknefs. And thefe excel- 
lent Eftablithments, you perceive at the fame 
Time, cannot. fubfift without continual Help: 
thouoh, would but your Bounty afford the Means 
for it, —. are capable of being greatly enlarged. 
There are ftill, Multitudes. of poor Children very 
infufficiently provided for: and no {mall Part of 
them cither taught or reduced to get a Livelihood 
by WickednefS and Dithonefty. Still too many 
Offenders of more advanced Years, infeft your 
Streets. Anda very large Proportion of the Sick, 
that apply to your Hofpitals, are forced to be re- 
jected and left in their Mifery, for want of Room 
to receive them, or Income to fupport them. Think . 
then what is incumbent on you in relation to thefe 
Things. 

There are but two Reafons, and they are both 
very bad ones, that hinder Men from being chari- 
table according to their Power: Either Covetouf- 
nefs makes them unwilling ; or Expenfivenefs makes 
them imagine they are unable. 

If the former influences you ; confider well, that 
your Happinefs for ever depends on doing your 
Duty: but your Happinefs even here doth not de- 
pend on enlarging your Fortunes, You may, if 
you will form yourfelves to it, enjoy great Satisfa- 
ction in doing gocd. But what Felicity can you 
poffibly find, either in the Confcioufnefs of having, 
or the Vanity of being known to have, ever fo 
much Wealth more than you have any Occafion 

2 for? 
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for? And befides, if the Enjoyment of Man’s Life Luke xii. 15.. 
did confit in the Abundance of the Things which he 

poffefed: Charity may often be fo contrived by 

Prudence, as not to diminifh Wealth; and is often 

fo blefled by Heaven, as greatly to increafe it. I 

am fenfible you have heard thefe Things, till you 

have brought yourfelves by Degrees to be very little 

moved by them: but remember, God will expect, 

that having been reminded of them fo frequently; 

you fhould regard them the more. 

And if it be Expenfivenefs that with-holds you 
from Charity ; in this Cafe alfo think with your-. 
felves: for which Purpofe is it, your Maker hath. 
intrufted you? For Vices and Follies, or for Pity 
and Mercy? You may indeed plead, that Luxury, 
by the Numbers it employs, is perhaps the moft 
extenfive Beneficence. But this is a poor Pretence,,. 
evidently calculated to make yourfelves eafy in 
acting wrong. Undoubtedly the Wifdom of Pro-. 
vidence hath contrived, that many who will do 
no Good in any other Way, fhall, however, do. 
fome in this. But then it is ufually done to thofe 
who need ‘it leaft. A Number of Perfons, well 
able to take Care of themfelves otherwife, are 
maintained Part in Idlenefs, Part in Profeffions of 
no manner of Ufe ; whilft the true Objects of Com- 
paffion, the Infirm and Helplefs, are left unregarded. 
to fuffer and perifh. Luxury therefore contributes 
nothing to anfwer the Intent of the Charities before 
us, And even thofe it doth provide for, it teaches 

‘ at 
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at the fame Time to ruin themfelves by the Imi- 
tation of it. And in Proportion as it prevails, it 
deftroys every where, both Virtue and Happinefs, 
publick and private. But the numberle{s Evils of 
this moft fatal Vice cannot be enlarged on now: 
and if the very little Good it doth, were very much 
more, yet, as no one will pretend to fay, that 
Good was the Motive to his Expenfivenefs ; 1t can 
never be a Defence of it. We muft not therefore 
think, to make our Extravagance an Excufe for 


the Defect of our Alms: or hope in the leaft to 


mend our Plea, by calling thofe Things Neceflaries 
of Life, which are indeed very blameable Super- 
fluities. 

Let therefore both the frugal and the expenfive 
Man ferioufly confider, one, what Proportion his 
Charity bears to his Increafe; the other to his Pro- 
fafions: and each think of juftifying themfelves, not 
to the World, but to God. | 

Poffibly it may feem a good Reafon to fome, 
for their own Neglect of the Poor; that the Law 
makes Provifion for them. And it is certainly an 
Honour to the Law, that it doth: but no Honour 
to us, that it needs do it. Befides, there are very 
many Cafes of great Diftrefs, to which legal Pro- 
vifion is neither eafily, nor properly extended : nor 


can it give by any Means fo plentiful Relief as 


fhould be given, to the greater Part of thofe to 


whom it may extend. But fuppofe the Law capa- 
ble of doing every Thing that needs be done: what 
would 
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would be the Confequence of leaving every Thing 
_ to it? That we fhould lofe intirely the Means we 

have now, of proving to the World, and to our- 
felves, the Goodnefs of our own Hearts; and of 
making an undoubted Free-will Offering to God, 
out of what he hath given us. Perfons of bad 
Minds may indeed take Occafion to neglect the 
Poor, from our Willingnefs to relieve them: and 
thus by their Fault, the Burden may fall heavier 
upon us than it ought. But then God who hath 
intrufted us, not only in Conjunction with others 
. to do our Share, but feparately by ourfelves to do 


what we can, 7s not unrighteous to forget this our Heb. vi, 10 


Labour of Love: but will take abundant Care that 
whatever we bear chearfully on his Account, far 
from giving us Caufe of Complaint, fhall affuredly 
be Matter of great Joy to usin the End. 

Think then attentively of thefe Confiderations. 
They are not propofed to you, for raifing a fudden 
Warmth of Affection, and ferving a prefent Turn: 
it is to your cooleft Reafon this Addrefs is made. 


~» Refle@& in Retirement on what you have heard. 


Act upon deliberate Conviction, act from a fettled 
Principle in what you do: from that fublime Prin- 
ciple, which St. Peter directs to in the next Verfe 
after the Text; that God may be glorified in all 
Things, through "fefus Chrift: That you may ex- 
prefs to Him your Senfe of the Duty and Gratitude 
you owe him; that you may improve your own 
Hearts, by imitating the Goodnefs you honour ; 

that 
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A Sermon preached before, &c. 

that you may convince Mankind of the Excellency 
of the Chriftian Doctrine. Confider yourfelves, in 
this View alfo, as the Stewards of God : as intrufted 
for the Service and Promotion of his Gofpel. - For 
be affured, fuch important and aftonifhing Truths 
as that comprehends, and you have lately heard 
out of it, were not made known to you, witha ° 
Defign you fhould be indifferent about them; but 
deeply affected by them yourfelves, and ferioufly 
diligent to engage the Attention of others to them. 
If then you have any Zeal for the Faith you profefs, 
as Heaven knows there never was more need: fhew 
Men, by its Effects, what it is; and give Demon- 
{tration to theWorld, how far the true Charity of a | 
good Chriftian goes beyond the boafted Benevo- 
lence of Unbelievers. Invite Men by this Means 
to a better Opinion of Religion: encourage them 
by the fame to a fteadier Practice of it. Be watchful 
and ftrengthen, by every Method you can, the 
Things which remain and are ready to die: but par- 
ticularly make Provifion in thefe excellent Ways, 
which are now propofed to you, for the Inftru- 
ction of the Ignorant, the Converfion of the Vicious, 
the Spiritual Improvement, as well as Temporal 
Relief of the Sick: that fo the Adminiftration of 
your Charity may not only fupply the Want of the 
Saints, but be abundant alfo by many Thankfgivings 
unto God. 
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